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STATE OF MARYLAND 
CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION 

CHESAPEAKE AND ATLANTIC COASTAL BAYS 

1804 West Street, Suite 100, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 – (410) 260-3460 
dnr.maryland.gov/criticalarea/ – TTY users call via the Maryland Relay Service 

 
August 13, 2024 
 
Ms. Rinkerman 
Town Administrator 
Town of Port Deposit  
64 S Main Street 
Port Deposit, MD 21904 
 
Re: Rock Run Embankment Stabilization; Consistency Report 
 
Dear Ms. Rinkerman: 
 
We are in receipt of documentation regarding the above-referenced project, which is required to 
be submitted to this office per the requirements of COMAR 27.02.02 – State and Local Agency 
Actions Resulting in Development of Local Significance on Private Lands or Lands Owned by 
Local Jurisdictions. The Town proposes to stabilize the existing embankment supporting the 
pedestrian walkway over Rock Run in Port Deposit. Portions of the embankment have failed 
causing portions of the masonry wingwalls to fall. The proposed rehabilitation design includes 
repairing the gaps within the existing stone masonry walls and constructing an imbricated rock 
wall along both abutments. The project will impact 532 square feet of Critical Area Buffer 
around Rock Run and result in the removal of one eight-inch tree. The project is located within 
the Intensely Developed Area (IDA) designation of the Critical Area.  
 
The proposed work is required to maintain the stability of the slopes and further degradation of 
the masonry abutments supporting the pedestrian walkway. This project is needed to ensure the 
safety of the public utilizing the walkway. After reviewing the consistency report, this office 
agrees that the project is consistent with the Town of Port Deposit’s Critical Area Program for 
the following reasons: 
 

1. One tree will be removed and mitigated with the planting of one native tree species. 
2. Due to the nature of the project, the Critical Area 10% stormwater pollutant reduction is 

not required.  
3. No Habitat Protection Areas will be impacted other than the Buffer. Critical Area Buffer 

disturbance totals 532 square feet and will be mitigated onsite with 600 square feet of 
planting (three two-inch caliper native trees). Temporarily disturbed areas within the 
Buffer will be reseeded with native vegetation following construction.  

4. There are no tidal wetland impacts. Nontidal wetland impacts have been submitted to 
MDE (permit # 23-NT-0227/202361616).   

 
 



  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed work. Please update the Critical Area 
Commission staff should any part of the project change, as that may require additional review.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Jonathan Coplin at (410)-260-3481 or at 
Jonathan.Coplin@maryland.gov  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Coplin 
Natural Resource Planner 
 
File No. PD 0186-24 
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